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NEW DINOSAUR FOOTPRINTS FROM LOWER JURASSIC
OF WEIYUAN, SICHUAN

GAO Yu-Hui
(Zigong Dinosaur Museum Zigong 643013 gaoyuhuil6@ 163. com)
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Summary

Wetyuanpus zigongensis ichnogen. et ichnosp. nov., a new form of dinosaur footprints is
described in this note. The material (ZDM 0032) includes the trackway consisting of 6 succes-
sive footprints.

Locality and horizon Weiyuan, Sichuan; Lower Jurassic, lower Zhenzhuchong Formation.

Diagnosis A relatively large-sized footprint, 41 ~43 cm in length, 31 ~33 cm in width.
The ratio of width to length of the footprint about 72% . Biped, digitigrade, with three clawed
toes (II ,Il, V), lacking impression of hallux, or toe V, and tail. The angles between the
phalanges are [[23°I[26°1V. The length of pes and stride is in a ratio of about 1:5.8. Toe Il
is longer than Il and V.

Discussion According to the above features the material (ZDM 0032) is referable to Eu-
brontidae among Carnosauria. Eubrontidae contains two genera in China: Eubrontes platypus
and Youngichnus xiyangensis. The differential diagnoses for Wetyuanpus, Eubrontes platypus and
Youngichnus xiyangensis are listed as follows :

Eubrontes platypus is represented by medium-sized footprints, 26 cm in length, I 12°11
22°]V. The length of pes and stride is in a ratio of about 1:8.7. Weiyuanpus zigongensis is re-
presented by a relatively large footprint, 43 c¢m in length, [123°126°IV, and the length of pes
and stride is in a ratio of about 1:5. 8. Youngichnus xiyangensis is represented by medium-sized
footprints, 26 cm in length, and the toe IV nearly parallels III.
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