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Fig.3 Graphic illustration of central place foraging model Fig.4 Patch-choice in central place foraging model
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Hunter-Gatherer Foraging Models: Review and Prospect
in Paleolithic Archaeology

YI Ming-jie"?, GAO Xing', Robert BETTINGER’
(1. Key Laboratory of Vertebrate Evolution and Human Origins of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology
and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100044, 2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100039;
3. Department of Anthropology, University of California-Davis, Davis, CA 95616)

Abstract: During more than 99% of human evolutionary history, human beings had uniquely
foraged wild food and totally depended upon resources growing in nature. A tremendous body
of new research in the ecology, biology, and society of the past plus work on recent hunter-
gatherers has been published since 1970s, all of which help archaeologists to observe past
processes of human behavior. Incorporated with data of ethnographic hunter-gatherers, hunter-
gatherer foraging models are helpful to interpret human behaviors of lithic tool production, social
organization, etc. The meaning of this paper lies in a summary and history of foraging models
used in archaeology. This paper presents a theoretical prediction and explanation of ancient

human behavior in Chinese Paleolithic archaeology.
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